The City of Florence is located in the northwestern corner of Alabama and is bordered by the states of Mississippi and Tennessee. According to the 2010 census data, Florence had a population of 39,319 people, an 8.4% population increase change from the 2000 census data. There were a recorded 16,392 households with a median household income of $30,931 and a poverty level of over 60%. 
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The City of Florence utilizes grant funds each program year in order to meet the three national objectives highlighted by the Department of Housing and Urban Development. The goal of the City is to utilize funds granted by the Community Development Block Grant program to provide qualified communities and persons decent housing, expanded economic opportunities, and a suitable living environment. Although the west and east Florence communities are a primary focus under the CDBG program, spot assistance is utilized citywide for persons or areas that qualify based on federal requirements. 

Over the past five years, the City has funded Public Service Organizations which provide help for individuals and families living in the City of Florence with, self-sufficiency, job training, transportation, health services including domestic violence, drug abuse, alcohol abuse, and mental health; homelessness, and at risk youth. 

We have funded Public Facilities with repair and critical equipment needs; completed three phases out of a six phase sidewalk improvement plan for the West Florence Entitlement Area; removed and cleaned up 101 dilapidated properties; funded three street drainage projects in eligible areas; completed 68 residential rehab projects; funded two economic development projects; and completed an ADA-compliant Playground for the Maud Lindsey Free Kindergarten Public Facility. 

The Community Development Block Funds are a vital to the City of Florence. These grant funds allows us to continue to provide important community facilities that address all aspects of community development; to meet the affordable housing needs of low- and moderate-income individuals through rehabilitation; to remove dilapidated residential and commercial buildings throughout the City that pose a threat to the community; continue to fund Non-Profit/For-Profit entities that provide services for low-moderate income individuals; and continue to fund Public Improvements for the entitlement areas of the City.
